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and economic conditions connected with the housing problem. The 
housing situation will not be materially relieved by philanthropic build- 
ing projects, such as the well-known Port Sunlight and Octavia Hill 
enterprises. The problem must be approached by a careful study of 
the economic factors involved, such as costs of land, labor, and mate- 
rials. Up to date our attention has been largely centered upon the ques- 
tion of sanitation, and to this end we have framed a great deal of housing 
legislation, much of which is purely arbitrary and complicates the 
economic side of the question. The author shows that housing is essen- 
tially a community problem. The forces at work in our laissez faire 
system of community life make it increasingly difficult for the individual 
family to build or own its own home, also make it a hazardous under- 
taking for private capital to build homes for rent. The community 
must look upon the housing of its citizens as an essential part of its 
corporate existence and safeguard the residential areas by a scientific 
system of community-planning. 

Laymen in the field of housing reform will find this a brief but 
comprehensive statement of the housing problem from the pen of a 
well-known authority in the field. Unfortunately the author is not 
always clear in his statements. Sentences are frequently long and 
involved; sometimes they are meaningless, as for example the follow- 
ing: " Going a little further into the statistics of land we find that one- 
third of the population of the country. Going a little further into the 
statistics of the total area of these cities is onlyo. 123 of the total area of 
the United States" (pp. 79-80). 

The book contains no index, but a selected bibliography is appended. 

R. D. McKenzie 
University of Washington 



Organization of Public Health Nursing. By Annie M. Brainard. 
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1919. Pp.144. $i-35- 
This is a handbook designed especially for the use of the public- 
health nurse. It discusses the fundamental principles of the organiza- 
tion of public-health nursing as gleaned from experience in many different 
types of communities. Among the points emphasized are: (1) the need 
of efficient organization to support the work of the public-health nurse; 
(2) ways and means of financing the work in small communities; (3) 
methods of selecting supervisory committees and boards of directors in 
order to obtain the most efficient type of local representation and team 
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work; (4) the sort of technical training required by the public-health 
nurse. In this respect it might be noted that no mention is made of 
the need of training in social case work and community organization. 
It is generally conceded now that the public-health nurse should also 
be a trained social worker inasmuch as her work brings her into contact 
with situations requiring for their solution considerable knowledge of 
community forces and agencies. It is not enough that her professional 
skill should merely enable her "to interpret the physician's orders 
correctly. " 

The book will be found useful by all who are interested in this par- 
ticular line of social service. 

R. D. McKjenzie 

University op Washington 



Industrial Housing. With discussion of accompanying activities, 

such as Town Planning, Street Systems, Development of Utility 

Services, and Related Engineering and Construction Features. 

By Morris Knowles. McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 

1920. Pp. xv+314. $5.00. 

From the point of view of technical treatment of the housing problem 

as affecting industrial housing this is one of the first works in America to 

recognize the "interdependence of many agencies and the need of the 

co-ordination of several professions in the development of a successful 

town plan and in the up-building of a contented industrial community. " 

Approaching industrial housing from this broad point of view Mr. 

Knowles does not neglect a single aspect of the problem of construction, 

community development, public service, and administration that may 

affect the economic, sanitary, and aesthetic aspects of the home. While 

some questions may be raised regarding the adequacy of the standards 

propounded by the author and the acceptance without discussion of 

practices of city planning and housing which are still without thorough 

scientific foundation, the book is so full of suggestive thought and so 

devoid of dogmatism that it would make a most excellent classroom 

text in schools for the training of engineers, architects, social workers, 

and public-health officials. 

The chapters dealing with the engineering aspects of housing and 
town-planning are especially valuable because of the information regard- 
ing the experience of various communities and the guides for procedure 
in dealing with such problems as lighting, water supply, sewerage, waste 
disposal, etc. 



